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Song List:

Don Quixote 


3:19
(karaoke cd?)

In My Own Lifetime



Nothing


4:31

The King of Broadway
5:09
(karaoke cd?)

I Dreamed A Dream

4:36

My Piano Song

Maybe This Time

3:43

Mr. Cellophane

4:00

If I Were A Rich Man

4:47

I Am What I Am

3:19

Encore – I’m the Greatest Star

more songs…

The Cat Came Back w/Ritt Henn on Bass

Opening: Linda Eder’s Don Quixote begins to play with voice over:

VO: Ladies and Gentlemen, please welcome to the stage, “The King of Broadway”, ELLI!

Music swells, song starts, “Don Quixote”,

Elli sings: Don Quixote 
3:19

Hello, and thank you very much for coming to my 20th Birthday Party.

For those of you who DON’T know - all 3 of you - I am ELLI!

I would like to bring to the stage, my very talented accompanist, Mr. Jonathan Tuzman
I have been in NYC for a little over a year now… 

Elli Sings: “It’s A Year”  DIALOGUE/SONG

So here is who I am - I was born at “Queen of Angels” Hospital in Hollywood, and raised in the famous “San Fernando Valley” suburbs of Los Angeles. 

(piano plays “San Fernando Valley” snippet - Elli turns to piano,) 

Thank you Bing Crosby”.

I was nursed on Classical Music, Opera and Showtunes – by a very domineering artistic mother and a very quiet Interior Decorator Father.  (looks and winks at audience) I began my schooling at the “El Gayland Nursery School”, [audience laughs?] - I kid you not, I actually still have the diploma - all of which has kept several Psychiatrists in business for my whole lifetime. They all concluded I am a ‘Textbook Case’. Several have written DOCTORAL thesis on me…hehehe.

My parents were among the founders and quite active in the local Temple and Jewish Community Center, and that is how I got my first professional acting job at age 10. I was the little (ok not so little) Shepherd Boy in the NVJCC’s production of “Milk & Honey”.

Elli Sings: “Madua” from Milk & Honey”

I was sooooooooo cute in dark face and an arab costume.

By the time I was 11, I was helping the Cantor teach Bar Mitzvah classes at the Temple, and from my Bar Mitzvah on I was already leading services as the assistant Cantor!

Sing Something Jewish here
Mom wanted me to learn Piano, so I went thru about a half dozen teachers in a year until she finally gave up on me - see, I had a good ear, and I wouldn’t bother reading the notes, if I heard it once, I could play it. So, I’m no Liberace, or even not a Jonathan Tuzman – hey, JT, mind if I play something for the audience?

Elli plays song

Thanks, actually, I wrote that piece when I was 13… one day I will do something with it!

Then came “West Side Story” at the Temple. I played Arab.. fitting, huh? 

An arab boy – Arab…beginning to see a pattern here?

Next came school plays, Junior High School Glee Club, Play Production and THE Choir in High School, Oklahoma.

Elli Sings: “Oh What a Beautiful Morning”
but I didn’t play Curley, the lead, I played dark evil Judd Frye

Elli Sings; “Poor Judd is Daid”
I was also in Annie Get Your Gun, The King & I and The Wizard of Oz… Now THERE’S a story, see, it was Anthony Ator’s Senior year in High School, and Ms Chamberlain our teacher, had to, HAD to give him the role HE wanted, so yours truly played, no, not the Lion, but, yes, The Tin Man! Imagine, they had to construct a Tin Suit to fit ME… weighed about 400lbs… and HOT??? OMG… I can’t begin to tell you….me prancing around the stage singing…

Elli Sings: “If I Only Had a Heart” 1 or 2 verses

But I SHOULD have sung…

Elli Sings: “If I were King of the Forrest…
Now I am not bitter, mind you, BUT…

During that time, actually starting in Junior High school, I became a Volunteer Usher at the Music Center in Los Angeles, for The Dorothy Chandler Pavilion, the Mark Taper Forum.

There was no pay, but all I had to do was seat people before the show, reseat them at Intermission and then hang around till they all left at the end! As pay, I got to see all the great Broadway shows that went on national tour – one of my all time favorites, Hal Linden, Jill Clayburgh and Robbie Benson (at age 11) in the Rothschild’s,

Elli sings: “In My Own Lifetime”

Aladdin Audition Story here.

I also got to see Katherine Hepburn in “Coco”, Dean Jones and Elaine Strich in “Company”, Pearl Bailey and Cab Callaway in an all black production of “Hello Dolly”, what a trip that was! It was at the Shrine Auditorium … that’s where they used to hold WWF Wrestling back then…
Well, you all know the famous show stopping scene where Dolly descends the staircase of the Harmonia Gardens, in that FABULOUS dress? Well when she appears there is ALWAYS thunderous applause. Well, after the applause, Pearl Bailey came down the stairs, asked for a mic from a stage hand and proceeded to do 20 minutes of the Pearl Bailey show. HORRORS, then she went backstage and said, one more time, and did the entrance all over again….

And of course I saw, Hershel Bernardi in Fiddler on the Roof, one of many times I would see that one. Some of these shows I saw 8 or 10 times, it was wonderful!

Towards the end of my 11th grade year, while staring as Julius Caesar (dressed in 1970’s Army attire) a talent scout came to our performance and I was offered a scholarship to the High School of the Performing Arts, the school they made the movie FAME about.

Elli sings: Nothing
4:31

I actually HAD a Mr. Karp in High School, his name was James Rawley, you may all remember him as “That little old wine maker, ME” from the Gallo Wine TV Commercials, or maybe King Vitamin, or the River Boat Captain in “The Creature Walks Among Us”. Reminds me, his screen name for movies was HOWE LONG, cause when you asked him a question with “How Long?” in it, would answer, “Howe Long is a Chinaman’s name?”

I learned a lot from JR. Besides being an amazing teacher and person, he had some awesome friends. His BEST friend was the famous, Lee Strassberg, the Father of Method acting….so once a month we got to go and sit in on his classes, THAT was amazing. 

In the end I decided NOT to go to NY, you see my life was taking a different direction, I had become very observant and religious and found myself going to Yeshiva, Rabbinical College, becoming a teacher and getting married all  before my 21st Birthday.

So life was amazing, I was a teacher, a Rabbi, a Youth Group leader, founded and organized the “Miami Boys Choir”, (still an active Jewish Boys Choir), and eventually became the father of 10 kids. But still, I dreamed a dream, and it burned quietly in the background.

Time passes and…. wait - I am saving the rest of the gory details for the Autobiography, so start saving your pennies!

Fast forward to 1999, I find myself single; living alone, still leading religious services as a Cantor, and the fire starts to flame. I attend a B’day party where there is a Karaoke DJ, after little coaxing I go up, do a song, and the DJ asks me to come to his weekly Karaoke Show at a local bar, so I start doing Karaoke and in a short time become known as, 
“The King Of Broadway”.

Elli sings: The King of Broadway (CD)
Thank you! Well, that very cute number was from the smash Broadway hit, “The Producers” and was sung by Nathan Lane in the Original Cast. (Applause?) Yes, he is great, isn’t he? Well, I must say he was very nice, I did get to meet him this year, along with a list of greats, Harvey Fierstein, Daniel Davies, Whoopie Goldberg, Delta Burke, check out my website, there are a bunch of celebrity photos there.

Comes Sept. 11th and shortly thereafter I get laid off work, and cant find anything decent for a long time, but I still keep going to Karaoke, and the good folks at the Karaoke bars keep telling me how talented they think I am and how I SHOULD be on Broadway. And wouldn’t you know it, it BOTHERS me… makes me want to run and hide. Go figure. But I manage to keep going and finally I turn to these fans and say, “So put up or shut up.” And guess what? They put up! A small group of my friends said find an audition that you want to go to and we will put up the money for a round trip ticket, hotel and even some pocket money!!!

And, as the song says, that’s what finally came to pass, I was on my way to NY for the auditions for the role of Sancho Panza for the Broadway revival of Man of La Mancha!

I got to the Actors Equity office where the auditions were being held at 9am and signed up, they weren’t seeing no equity actors (that’s the union) but had a ‘just in case there is time’ sign up sheet, and I was #5. Come 3pm, the FINALLY took the first 5 on the now 150 people long list. They made us promise to only sing 16 bars or the auditor would very angrily cut us off. Well, I got in and sang and they didn’t stop me, so I sang the WHOLE song!

Elli Sings: I Dreamed A Dream

4:36

After I finished and they thanked me, I left the room back to the hallway to get a standing ovation from the rest of the people waiting there, as one guy put it, “When you went in we didn’t know what to expect, and then you opened your mouth….

Hairspray Audition Story here

Elli Sings: Say A Little Prayer

Marie’s Crisis, The Monster, and Cast Party Stories here

Elli Sings: Maybe This Time

3:43

Elli Sings: Mr Cellophane



But when all is said and done the Title of my Autobiography might just be,  “The role I was born  to play, (but never did). Nu? Motions to audience….

Right! Tevye in “Fiddler on the Roof”

All the while changing into Tevye costume 

Elli sings: “If I Were A Rich Man”
4:47

So this is me, and this is what I do, and what I do best….

Elli sing: “I Am What I Am”

3:19

CLOSE:

Well, that’s all for tonite, I have lots more stories to tell and songs to sing, you see, my life is a song, and I am the singer, so watch the ads, we will be doing this again.

I thank you for coming!

Y’all come back and see me sometime, Y’hear? 

Music plays end of Beverly Hillbilly’s closing theme.

Lights OUT!

****************************************************************

Encore:

I’m the Greatest Star!

****************************************************************

Note to self:

Check out Dillon’s Star search Monday Nights

Edelweiss


2:43
(guitar?)

Sabbath Prayer

Pina Colada Song (elec guitar?)

A song with sax…? Brett Ryan??

A song from Johannes Glueck?

Gary Levitt Arranger?

Brett Ryan Sax
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